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envoy reached Constantinople, but the Turks received him somewhat
coldly, for fear of giving umbrage to Ashraf. Early in the following year
a man named Muhammad 'Ali Rafsinjani, who claimed to be Safi Mirza,1
arrived at the Turkish capital and was well received by the Porte, although
denounced as an imposter by the Persian Minister. Early in April,
1730, rumours reached Constantinople of Ashraf s defeat and flight •
later in the same month the Sultan received Tahmasp's letter officially
informing him of the recapture of Isfahan and demanding back the pro-
vinces which Turkey had seized. In June Rida Quli Khan Shamlu
reached Constantinople and repeated this demand, threatening war if the
Porte refused to comply.2 Nevertheless, negotiations were entered into,
and a treaty was signed which, so far as can be gathered, provided for
the return of the occupied territory to Persia and for the payment by her of
an annual sum to Turkey to reimburse the latter for the expense to which
she had been put.3
Nadir decided not to wait until an answer could be received from
the Porte to the above-mentioned letter and the message sent through
Rida Quli Khan. Leaving Shiraz on the i8th Sha'ban, 1142 (8th
March, 1730), he marched to Dizful via Basht, Behbehan, Ram Hormuz
and Shushtar. At Dizful he received Muhammad Khan Baluch, whom
Ashraf had sent as Ambassador to Constantinople in 1727. Muriammad
Khan Baluch had left Constantinople on his return journey in September,
1729 ; learning en route of Ashraf's overthrow and flight, he decided,
after some hesitation,4 to hand over to Nadir the letters which the Sultan
had entrusted to him for delivery to Ashraf. Nadir rewarded Muhammad
Khan Baluch by making him Governor of Kuhgilu.
From Burujird Nadir made a night march to Nihavand, where he sur-
prised and defeated the Turkish garrison ; he followed up this success
by putting to flight a strong Turkish force at Malayir.6 On or about
1 This man was the second pretender to the Persian throne to pose as Safi Mirza. The first
(see p. 13 above) had been killed some three years before. Muhammad 'Ali had reached
Shushtar, in darvish garb, in August, 1729, when he gave himself out to be §afi Mirza, thereby
claiming the throne. Although he managed to collect some followers from, among the towns-
people, the Governor of Shushtar forced him to fly across the Turkish frontier. The local
Turkish authorities sent the supposititious Safi Mirza on to Constantinople, as they thought
that his presence there might be of use. Stanyan, in a despatch dated the 6th /lyth February,
1730, reported " Safi Mirza's " arrival, and added: " It is thought the Port (sic) will make
some use of him in the adjustment of matters with whoever (sic) shall remain King of Persia."
(S.P. 97, Vol. XXVI.)
* See p. 43 above.
' Stanyan, 2nd/i3th July, S.P. 97, Vol. XXVI.
4 See the despatch of the sgth June/ioth July, 1730 from the Earl of Kinnoull (who had just
succeeded Abraham Stanyan 'as Ambassador at Constantinople), S.P. 07, Vol. XXVI.
(George Hay, yth Earl of Kinnoull, had been created a peer of Great Britain on the sist
December, 1711, with the title of Baron Hay of Pedwardine: for particulars of his career,
see Douglas's Peerage of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1813), Vol. II, pp. 48 and 49, and the D.N.B.)
1 T.N., pp. 75 and 76.

